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Scriptures:  
Romans 4:3-5; 5:1-2a (CEB) 
What does the scripture say? Abraham had faith in God, and it was credit-
ed to him as righteousness. Workers’ salaries aren’t credited to them on 
the basis of an employer’s grace but rather on the basis of what they de-
serve. 5But faith is credited as righteousness to those who don’t work, be-
cause they have faith in God who makes the ungodly righteous. Therefore, 
since we have been made righteous through his faithfulness, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. We have access by faith in-
to this grace in which we stand through him. 

1 John 5:9-13 (The Message) 
If we take human testimony at face value, how much more should we be 
reassured when God gives testimony as he does here, testifying concern-
ing his Son. Whoever believes in the Son of God inwardly confirms God’s 
testimony. Whoever refuses to believe in effect calls God a liar, refusing to 
believe God’s own testimony regarding his Son. This is the testimony in es-
sence: God gave us eternal life; the life is in his Son. So, whoever has the 
Son, has life; whoever rejects the Son, rejects life. My purpose in writing is 
simply this: that you who believe in God’s Son will know beyond the shad-
ow of a doubt that you have eternal life, the reality and not the illusion. 

Introduction to the Study 
 Last week we left Wesley with the desire to be holy in his thoughts, 
words and deeds. He got up early to pray. He fasted two days a week. He 
studied the Bible each day. He received the Eucharist weekly and some-
times daily. He was regularly visiting the prisons, the sick, the elderly. He 
gave money to the poor. All of these were good things in and of them-
selves. He was also clear that salvation was not the result of doing all of 
these things, but a gift from God. Yet while he knew this with his head, he 
did not know it in his heart.  
 In the years that followed, Wesley experienced rejections and fail-
ures, leading him to a crisis of faith. He did not know it at the time, but 
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these experiences would have a significant impact on him as well as us. 
His fear in the face of death during the storms at sea led him to search for 
something more than knowing the truth and doing all he could to be holy. 
His failure in America paved the way for him to launch a movement in Eng-
land that would eventually spread across America with, at its peak, more 
than 40,000 churches across the country. 
 Our failures, placed in God’s hands, can lead to our greatest successes. 
Our most painful experiences become our defining moments, by the grace 
of God, provided we learn from them. This is what Paul taught in Romans 
8:28, “We know that all things work together for good for those who love 
God, who are called according to his purpose.” The challenge for us is that 
we spend so much time blaming others for our failures and expressing dis-
appointment in God and fail to be teachable, to learn from the experience. 

Daily Study Guides 

MONDAY 10/29/18 “I… was never myself converted to God”  
Read Galatians 2:16-21   
John Wesley tried to be holy—and outwardly did quite well. Yet sailing back 
to England after two hard years in the colony of Georgia, he wrote in his 
journal, “I went to America, to convert the Indians; but oh! who shall convert 
me?…I have a fair summer religion. I can talk well…But in a storm I think, 
'What if the gospel be not true?…I left my native country to teach the Geor-
gian Indians…But what have I learned myself in the meantime? Why (what 
I the least of all suspected), that I who went to America to convert others 
was never myself converted to God.” He had found that “trying harder” to 
earn God’s love doesn’t work.  
• When Paul wrote “we KNOW that a person isn’t made righteous by the 
works of the Law,” he wasn’t speaking hypothetically. He’d once lived in 
confidence that his own religious credentials were good enough to im-
press God (cf. Philippians 3:3-7), only to realize he could never be that ho-
ly. What’s your experience? What has awakened in your heart a sense of 
your need for God’s redeeming love and grace?  

• In Galatians, Paul answered people who said Gentile Christians must fol-
low the Hebrew ritual of circumcision (cf. Galatians 5:2-6). The principle 
was the same for Wesley, though the outward rituals of holiness were dif-
ferent. What are some external signs of holiness on which you might be 
tempted to rely today? How can you practice holiness as an outgrowth of 
your love relationship with God, not as an effort to earn that love?  

Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank you for loving me and giving yourself for me. 
Thank you for walking with me in a closer relationship, one that allows 
me to face troubles in this life with confidence because you are with 
me. Amen.  2 



TUESDAY 10/30/18  “I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for salvation”  
Read  Romans 3:9-28  
Wesley’s inner struggle opened his spirit to hear and trust the good news that 
God accepts us by grace, not based on works. Here’s what he wrote in his 
journal: “I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street, where one 
was reading Luther’s preface to the Epistle to the Romans. About a quarter be-
fore nine, while he was describing the change which God works in the heart 
through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in 
Christ, Christ alone, for salvation.” 
• As in so many movie scenes, in this passage the protagonist’s situation is 
hopeless, with no way out (verse 20). Then, suddenly, we see or hear a sig-
nal that rescue (salvation), which seemed impossible, is in fact on the scene 
(“But now”--verse 21). “All have sinned … but all are treated as righteous 
freely by his grace,” Paul wrote triumphantly. When did this great truth first 
warm your heart? Does it still?  

• Paul used 6 Scripture quotes (Psalm 51:4, Psalm 14:1-3, Psalm 5:9, Psalm 
10:7, Isaiah 59:7-8, and Psalm 36:1) to show that no one fully keeps God’s 
law. (One preacher said the moral law is like a sheet of glass. If it’s broken 
anywhere, it’s broken--cf. James 2:10.) In what ways does this seemingly bad 
news form us into a community of people with a shared need who live by faith 
in God’s grace? How might that shared need free a person like John Wesley 
from shame, so that he could openly accept his need of mercy and grace?  

Prayer: Lord God, through Paul you showed me how to deal with guilt when I 
do something wrong. I no longer need to turn guilt (“I made a mistake”) into 
shame (“I AM a mistake.”) Thank you for freeing me--warm my heart today with 
your grace. Amen.  

WEDNESDAY 10/31/18 “An assurance was given me”  
Read 1 John 5:10-13  
As John Wesley accepted that God saves us solely by grace, he was able to 
quit “hoping” or “wishing” to be saved. He recorded the change in these words: 
“An assurance was given me that He had taken away my sins, even mine, and 
saved me from the law of sin and death. I began to pray with all my might for 
those who had in a more especial manner despitefully used me and persecut-
ed me. I then testified openly to all there what I now first felt in my heart.”  
• The Message captured what Wesley meant by the word “assurance” by 
phrasing verse 13 this way: “My purpose in writing is simply this: that you who 
believe in God’s Son will know beyond the shadow of a doubt that you have 
eternal life.” Do you have that kind of confidence that God truly accepts you? 
In what ways has living with assurance created space for you to experience 
the “fruit of the Spirit:” (cf. Galatians 5:22-23)?  

• Christian faith certainly looks to the future with hope. But the writings 
associated with John regularly did something different with the idea of 
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“eternal life”: they put it in the present tense (cf. John 3:36, 5:24, 6:47, 54, 
10:28, as well as today’s reading). What different light does it cast on 
whatever you face today to realize that this day is already a part of 
“eternal life?”  

Prayer: Lord, thank you that your gift of eternal life is not a matter of 
“maybe” or “I hope.” Help me to live with assurance that you have taken 
away my sins, and given me more love, more joy, more peace. Amen.  

THURSDAY 11/1/18 “I know my commission”  
Read 1 Timothy 2:2-6, Luke 24:44-49  
The gospel of God’s grace, planted in Wesley’s heart, fueled him to lead an 
explosive revival of Christian faith in Britain, and then America. Despite 
having grown up in a restrained church that seldom touched ordinary peo-
ple’s lives, Wesley couldn’t imagine not sharing the good news that had 
changed his life. Of preaching outdoors to those who wouldn’t darken the 
door of a church, he wrote, “Field-preaching is a cross to me. But I know 
my commission and see no other way of ‘preaching the gospel to every 
creature (Mark 16:15).’”  
• Wesley echoed Paul’s words to Timothy when he said he believed his 
commission was to preach the gospel to “every creature.” In John 3, Je-
sus said he could save everyone who believed in him. Do you know peo-
ple with whom you wish you could share what Jesus means to you? Are 
you ever tempted to “write off” any of those people because “they’d never 
respond”? Ask God to help you see everyone you know, even the 
“unlikely” ones, as a potential citizen of God’s Realm. 

• Jesus promised the Holy Spirit’s power to preach forgiveness of sins “to 
all nations.” In what ways are you able to help carry the Word to all na-
tions?  

Prayer: Lord Jesus, I want to be ready to give a reason for my hope—here 
in Kansas City and around the globe. Give me a heart like yours, one that 
urgently wants to reach out and include all people in your love. Amen.  

FRIDAY 11/2/18 “Are not their souls also precious?”  
Read Titus 2:11-15  
In Wesley’s class-conscious England, many people thought the Christian 
faith was only for the “proper” people. But Wesley knew, like Paul before 
him, that the good news was for all people. More than that, they both knew 
that God’s people were encouraged to share their Christian hope with oth-
ers. Wesley once wrote in his journal about a group he’d preached to, “I am 
apt to think many of the hearers scarcely ever heard a Methodist before, or 
perhaps any other preacher… Are not their souls also precious in the 
sight of God?”  4 



• Verse 11 sums up an essential Christian truth: God’s salvation is for all 
people. Author Jerry Bridges writes about the danger of “respectable” sins 
such as pride, impatience, anger and judgmentalism because they are of-
ten harder to recognize than “obvious” sins like murder, theft, adultery, 
etc. Open yourself to God today. In what ways do you need God’s grace? 
Thank God for grace and ask God to help you grow.  

• In verse 15, Paul gave Titus a task: “Talk about these things.” (Verses 12 
& 14 make it clear that the kind of life he and his converts lived could 
“talk.”) That same task is ours. Ask God to give you an “inner nudge” 
when anyone you know is ready to hear your faith story, or to accept an 
invitation to join you in worship this weekend—and be ready to share that 
story or invitation.  

Prayer: Lord Jesus, I’m thankful that I’m precious enough to you that you 
died for me and sent your Spirit to shape my life. Give me eyes to see that 
same preciousness in others, as you do. Amen.  

SATURDAY 11/3/18 “I submitted… and proclaimed in the highways” 
Read Luke 14:12-24  
Jesus lived among many religious people who recoiled at the idea of shar-
ing God’s kingdom with “sinners” (a term they defined roughly as “not as 
good as I am”). To some of them, Jesus told a shocking story about a king 
who invited even the town’s street people to a royal banquet. In that spirit, 
John Wesley and the early Methodists preached faith to people of all social 
classes. In 1739, Wesley wrote ironically in his journal about his own inner 
struggle with his “upright” background: “At four in the afternoon, I submitted 
to be more vile and proclaimed in the highways the glad tidings of salva-
tion, speaking from a little eminence in a ground adjoining to the city, to 
about three thousand people.”  
• Recently deceased priest and writer Brennan Manning loved to quote the 
college student who, after reading the gospels, said, “Wow—God sure 
has a thing for ragamuffins.” Learning about John Wesley’s conversion 
experience and the powerful preaching that followed poses two very per-
sonal questions. First, can you see the degree to which you are a raga-
muffin before God, one more person who desperately and gratefully 
needs God’s grace and mercy? Second, are you open to inviting and wel-
coming into God’s kingdom the ragamuffins of all kinds who live around 
you, even if at first you might feel a bit uncomfortable in their company?  

Prayer: Lord God, you are an actively loving, seeking God. Thank you for 
calling me to be one of your human partners in the work of going into the 
highways and back alleys, so that your heavenly banquet may be full. 
Amen.  5 


