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Welcome to Song of Life!

A church with Open Hearts, Open Minds, and
Open Doors that Loves God, Loves Others, and
wants to Change the World.
Get connected with our bible studies, small
groups, or social activities! We have a Groups
page on our website where you can find
out about our small groups, social events,
and service teams! Also check us out on our
Facebook page!

Worship Service Times >>
8:00, 9:30 & 11:00am

Love God. Love Others. Change the World.

The Pastor’s Perspective

A New Year…A New Commitment

Happy
New Year
SoL-friends
!

I love the New Year…it makes me feel like I can make a fresh start
on life. It’s a good time to look back on all the things we did (or
didn’t do) over the last 12 months, and make new commitments for
the year to come. I don’t like to refer to those new commitments
as “resolutions”…I gave up making New Year’s Resolutions a long
time ago, because I never seemed to be able to keep them. And
according to many experts out there, I’m not alone. Most folks who make New
Year’s Resolutions break them within a matter of weeks…sometimes even after a few
days. So these same experts recommend we NOT make New Year’s Resolutions, and frankly, I’m OK with that.

Instead I’m choosing to make commitments for the New Year. Would you like to know what some of them are?
Well, I’ll tell you: One of my commitments for 2019 is to devote more time to my hobbies, which include hiking,
scrapbooking, traveling, family history research, and (of course!) spending time with my grandson! Since 2008,
when I started Seminary, I’ve neglected some of my hobbies, like scrapbooking and keeping my family tree
up-to-date, and I think it’s time I get back to spending more time doing some of the “extra-curricular” things I
really enjoy, wouldn’t you agree?
Another commitment is to be more attentive to my spiritual life in 2019. That means spending more time
engaging in spiritual practices, like prayer, meditation, and simply spending time with God. Now, in order to
keep this commitment, I know I will need to be intentional about the way I spend my time. It’s not like it’s just
going to happen…it will require, well, a commitment on my part to not just take time, but make time to be with
God. And since I typically spend more of my time “doing” rather than “being,” I know this one is going to be a
challenge…but I think I’m up to it!!
So what about you? What are some of your commitments for the coming year? Is it to take better care of
yourself? Or spend more time with your family? And what about your commitments to your church? What
commitments will you make to grow God’s Realm, and help YOUR church grow and thrive?
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My commitment to Song of Life is to be the best pastor I can be. I will work as hard as I can to be a good
leader and bring forward new ideas, new ways we can spread the Good News of God’s love to the people
of Queen Creek and beyond. But (and I know you know this), I can’t do it alone. Thankfully we have a lot of
terrific volunteers who have also made the commitment to God and our church to do what they can – to use
their time, talent, and financial resources – to spread the love of Christ and make disciples by inviting them to
be part of this great thing God is doing at SoL. But there’s always room for more of us to devote more time and
resources to our church…there’s always room for YOU to share a part of yourself to this great cause that is Song
of Life United Methodist Church!
So with that in mind, during the months of January and February, we will be
taking a look at our church – its past, present, and future – so we can remind
ourselves where we’ve been, take a look at where we are, and dream
about where we think God is leading us to be. And yes, we will be making
commitments: commitments that will be used to determine our Vision as a
church, along with 1 year, 5 year, and 10 year goals. We will also look at the
ways we will give of our time, our talent, and our financial resources – the gifts
God has given to us – to make that Vision a reality. First, through our Sermon
Series called Casting Our Vision, we will decide what God is calling us to be.
Then in the next series, called Growing in Faith Together, we will take the first
step toward implementing that vision…by making our commitments of time,
talent, and financial resources.
As your pastor, I’m looking forward to walking together along this journey
toward making God’s vision for our church – Song of Life – a reality while also
working toward God’s Vision for our church: to make disciples of Jesus Christ
for the transformation of the world. So, are you ready to make your New
Year’s Resolutions…I mean Commitments??
Grace & Peace,

SoL Kids & Youth News
Midweek MYF

Midweek MYF will be starting up soon!! Watch
for more information!

Winter Camp

The conference is holding a winter camp at
Mingus over the Martin Luther King holiday
weekend. Those interested in going to camp
and playing in the snow should contact Carrie
Claypool. Read more about the upcoming
winter camps right over here...

Pastor Jody

Winter Camping Opportunities
Interested in getting away to a cooler (and possibly snowy) climate? Here are some great
opportunities for SoL Families and Teens to experience camping at it’s best…during winter!!

“Well Loved” Winter Camp for Teens

Jr/Sr High Winter Camp at Mingus Mountain for youth in grades 6-12

January 19-21, 2019 • Optional Early Arrival, Friday, January 18
Participants will experience the opportunity to connect with peers, leaders, and God, as well as enjoy
outdoor winter activities (weather permitting), amazing music, fun activities, great food, and faith-filled
conversation with Christian leaders from our Desert Southwest Conference about the depth of God’s
amazing love!
SoL Teens interested in attending Winter Camp should contact Carrie Claypool AND go to the following
website to register: dsccamps.org/winter-camps.html

Family Winter Camp

This coming February (2019), during the President’s Day holiday weekend, Mingus Mountain Camp is
offering its first ever Family Winter Camp!

Need to reach Pastor Jody?
Send her an email at

pastorjody@songoflifeumc.org
& she’ll get back to you as soon as she can!

Families are invited to reserve a room, or a rustic cabin, and join us from 10am Saturday morning (2/16)
through 10am Monday morning (2/18) for a winter experience at Mingus Mountain Methodist Camp and
Retreat Center. You will enjoy times of worship together, great meals in the Mingus Dining Hall, evening
campfires, and more. The weekend will be a mix of scheduled activities and a lot of free time for families
to choose activities including, weather permitting, snow play!
For more information about rates and to register for Family Winter Camp, go to the following website:
dsccamps.org/family-winter-camp.html
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Song of Life’s 2019 Commitments
Our Commitment Campaign (aka Pledge Campaign) for 2019 will begin on January 27 and continue
through February 10, when we will ask God to consecrate and bless our commitments for the coming year.
Our purpose for doing this is to allow EVERYONE who is part of our SoL Congregation – including our Winter
Residents – to be informed about God’s Vision for the church and be more actively involved in making our
commitments toward that Vision.
This year’s campaign theme is Growing in Faith Together…or G.I.F.T. We chose this theme for two reasons: first,
because we all believe we have been given a great gift: the gift of God’s love and grace, and the many
blessings that go along with that; and second, because Pastor Jody heard loud and clear from folks in the
congregation that we have a desire to grow…we want the world to know that Song of Life UMC is a place
where all can come and worship God and be in fellowship with Christ and one another. And we also know we
can’t do that alone: we do it together, as the body of Christ.
About a week or so before we begin our Commitment Campaign,
you will receive a letter from Scott Luther, our Finance Chair, which will
include three Commitment Cards: one to indicate your commitment
to the operating funds of the church, one to indicate your
commitment toward the Building The Future campaign (see below),
and one to indicate your commitments of your time and talents –
the areas in which you are willing to volunteer. As you prayerfully
consider your gifts for the coming year, we encourage you to make
commitments in each of these areas, and consider taking a step up
by increasing your commitments in these areas as well.
With all of this in mind, we hope the articles in this section will help as you
consider your commitments of time, talent, and financial resources for
the coming year. As always, if you have any questions, please contact
any of the members of the Leadership Board whose names and email
addresses are included elsewhere in this newsletter.

Dear God,
I humbly acknowledge that everything I have
comes from and belongs to you, and I come to
you filled with gratitude and thanksgiving.
Lord, I desire to serve you and to invest in
your work through my church. I ask for your
wisdom and courage as I seek to determine
your will for my life as it relates to the
sharing of my financial blessings.
Please accept my gift and multiply it to fulfill
your plans for Song of Life UMC as we fulfill
your mission in the world.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Why Should I Give?
“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every
good work.” – 2 Corinthians 9:7-8
At Song of Life, our annual giving supports our church’s ministry and mission. When we complete and return our
annual commitment cards, we promise to give a portion of what God gives to us – the first fruits – in the coming
year. There are three important reasons why we should do this.
• We believe returning a portion of our
resources – our time, talent, and money – to
God’s work through our church is an act of
worship. We acknowledge that all we have
is a gift from God, and as an expression of
love we thank God for our blessings and
symbolically return the first fruits of our labor
as an offering to the Lord.

Making An Annual Commitment
Begin with Prayer

Thank God for blessing you and ask for guidance
and discernment. Recognize that your offerings
express both your desire to serve the Lord and your
investment in God’s work.

Assess Your Finances

Take a look at your budget. What does your
spending say about your priorities? If you’d like
to learn more about biblically based financial
management, resources can be made available to
you; simply contact Pastor Jody for more information.

Make a Commitment

Determine the percentage of your income that
you will give in the coming year and complete your
Annual Commitment Card (please refer to the chart
below). If you are not yet tithing, consider increasing
the percentage you are giving each year until you
reach ten percent. Remember that your annual
commitment supports Song of Life’s operations;
commitments made to our Building The Future
campaign and other designated gifts are special
sacrificial gifts we give in addition to our regular
giving.

Consider How You Give
(and seriously consider giving online)

At Song of Life, we are able to receive gifts made in
cash, by check, or through online giving, which is not
only a way to give your tithes and offerings to God
first, but ensures the church receives your gifts on a
regular basis, even when you are out of town. This is
an especially good way for our Winter Residents to
give to Song of Life on a year-round basis instead of
seasonally. It is also the most cost effective method
of giving for the church.
If, however, you prefer giving by cash or check,
please make sure you identify yourself on the
envelope or on your check so the church can
provide you a record for tax purposes. Your gifts can
be placed in the weekly worship offering baskets
(envelopes are provided in the Welcome folders) or
they can be mailed to Song of Life UMC, 20164 S.
Sossaman Rd., Queen Creek, AZ 85142.

Worship with Gratitude

When we present our commitments during worship
on February 10, and when we present our gifts
throughout the year, we express our gratitude and
renew our commitments to be good stewards of
God’s creation. This, in itself, is an act of worship - one
we should always take seriously and with reverence.

• As part of any family – including a church
family – we are expected to give of a part
of who we are toward the family’s success.
We are not told how much to give – that is a
personal decision – but the Bible teaches us
to give a tithe, or ten percent, to God as a
way of showing our gratitude. For many, the
tithe is just the beginning. If you are currently
not tithing, our hope is that you will commit
a percentage of your income and increase
that amount as you are able in the future
until you reach the tithe.

We’re Here To Help

If you are experiencing financial hardship, don’t
let your inability to give at this time keep you from
participating and serving in church. Remember
that God honors your faithfulness and that your
acceptance is not based upon your capacity
to give. Please let Pastor Jody know about your
situation so that we can not only pray for you, but
also walk alongside you during this difficult time. You
can reach pastor Jody by phone at 480-766-9272 or
by email at pastorjody@songoflifeumc.org.

• The annual commitments make it possible
for us and our church to budget and plan
for the coming year. Worship, ministries for
children and teens, adult Bible studies and
small groups, pastoral care/support, and
mission projects are all supported by our
annual gifts toward the operating fund of
our church.
Over the years, as a church we have committed our resources to God, and God has truly blessed and used
them to change lives, transform communities and renew the church.

Building The Future

This year, in addition to making commitments to our general mission and ministries, we are also asking you to
prayerfully consider making an additional commitment to SoL’s Building The Future campaign. During a series
of listening sessions held in the latter half of 2018, members and friends of SoL shared that they not only felt led
by God to grow this church, but also believe God is leading us to build in the not-so-distant future as the church
continues to grow. In order to do that – in order to build for the future – we must first retire our current debt of
about $275,000. As a way of doing that – and to prepare for Building the Future – we are asking you to consider
making an additional investment in YOUR church.*

Please Return an
Annual Commitment Card
Your annual giving commitment will help Song
of Life plan for ministry in 2019. Please return your
commitment card, even if you can only make limited
commitments of your time, your talent, and/or your
financial resources at this time. You can always
increase or decrease your commitments if your
situation changes. For more information about how to
make changes to your commitments, please contact
the church office.

*Remember: Even if you’re a Winter Resident, SoL is YOUR church too!!
NEED TO ADD SOMETHING TO THE SoL NEWS??? Email your content and any graphic request to info@songoflifeumc.org two weeks prior to the month it needs to be
published. You can also request news and events to be added to our website, so be sure to email for those requests as well. Thank you!

SoL Campus

Worship 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00am
Sunday School for Kids & Teens 9:45am
Children’s Church 11:15am
20164 S. Sossaman Road,
Queen Creek, AZ, 85142

48 0 . 6 41.12 00

Come & Follow Us!

Our Staff

Here’s what you’ll find on our Facebook:
– weekly LIVE sermons
– articles that go deeper on this week’s topic
– comments & insights from SoL members
– up-to-date info on coming events
(Be sure to invite your friends!)

Rev. Jody Topping, Lead Pastor
Nina Yardley, Office Assistant
Carry Claypool, Director of Children, Youth &
Family Ministry
Casey DeWitt, Treasurer

@songof l i f eum c
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Thinking Theologically|Jody Topping
Casting Our Vision

Where there is no vision, the people are unrestrained…
– Proverbs 29:18a
The mind of man plans his way, but the Lord directs his steps.
– Proverbs 16:9
“A man without a vision is a man without a future. A man
without a future will always return to his past.” – P.K. Bernard
I recently read a blog post written back in 2009 by a
blogger named Kris Vallotton that really caught my
attention. It was entitled “The Power of A Vision,” and for
me, he offered a comprehensive case about the
importance of visioning and setting goals. Here is some of
what he wrote:
Vision is the bridge between the present and the
future. Without it we perish or go “unrestrained,” as the
New American Standard Bible puts it. Vision gives pain
a purpose. Those without vision spend their lives taking
the path of least resistance as they try to avoid
discomfort. The level of sacrifice that a vision requires
will determine the size of people who follow. Sacrifice
separates the small from the great…
The first part of accomplishing any vision is to take it
from the unseen world and bring it into the natural
realm. This can be accomplished by simply writing
down the vision. Articulating the vision on paper pulls
the dream that is in your spirit (that no one can see but
you) into the visible world so that others can capture it
in their own hearts. Tools that help to visualize the
mission such as architectural drawings, models,
testimonies of others who have accomplished similar
dreams, or visits to places that have a common
purpose are all helpful in capturing and defining the
vision for both yourself and others who will come
alongside and help.
Then the LORD answered me and said,
‘Record the vision and inscribe it on tablets,
that the one who reads it may run. For the
vision is yet for the appointed time; it hastens
toward the goal and it will not fail. Though it
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tarries, wait for it; for it will certainly come, it
will not delay - Habakkuk 2:2-3
The next step is to create a plan to accomplish the
mission. The Bible says:
Without consultation, plans are frustrated,
but with many counselors they succeed; the
plans of the heart belong to man, but the
answer of the tongue is from the LORD Proverbs 15:22 & 16:1
From these two verses we see that although the
vision must be from God…[people] are to help
develop the plan that brings about the fulfillment of
the vision. Notice how Solomon highlights the fact
that developing plans in a vacuum, (without the
expertise and insight of others who have different
gifts and perspectives than we do), will ultimately
end in frustration….
After the plan is established, goals must be set….Goals
are simply the vision broken down into smaller pieces
that are measurable in time and space. In other
words, they are specified parts of the mission that we
will accomplish by a predetermined date. Many
people don’t like to set goals because they think that
if they are not able to accomplish them on time, they
have failed. The truth of the matter is that, “If you fail to
plan you plan to fail.”
Here, Kris points out that setting goals – which also
include deadlines for accomplishing them – adds a
sense of urgency to accomplishing the vision, and that
urgency can be our friend. However, he goes on, it’s
also important that the goals not be too lofty, nor too
low. “If it is too much, they will not even try, just like
trying to catch a bus when it is already a block
ahead….Yet, setting goals too low will not create a
sense of urgency at all.”
Finally, Kris concludes his blog by reminding us that when
our vision is “birthed by God,” then God will delight in
directing us in the way we are meant to go. So in the
weeks to come, as we move forward in casting our
vision for the future of Song of Life United Methodist
Church, I pray that all of us will listen to what God is
saying about that future and will direct our footsteps as
we move forward in making God’s vision real.

Pastor Jody’s On/Off-site
Office Hours for January 2019*
During the month of January, Pastor Jody will
generally host the following on/off-Site office
hours:
• Mondays 9am-12pm: Song of Life Church Office
(except 1/21**)
• Mondays 1pm – 3pm: Slate Bistro in Trilogy Golf
Club (except 1/21**)
• Tuesdays 9am – 12 noon: Song of Life Church
Office (except 1/22**)
• Tuesdays 12:30 noon – 3pm: Terrace Restaurant,
30761 W. Golf Club Dr., San Tan Valley (except
1/22**)
• Wednesdays 1:30 – 4:30pm: Starbucks @ Ellsworth
Loop & Rittenhouse (except 1/23**)
• Fridays 9am – 12 noon: Starbucks at Higley Pointe
(on Power Rd south of the 202) (except 1/24**)
In addition to these times, Pastor Jody is available
during the week (except Thursdays) to meet either
at the church or in your home. Simply give her a call
at 480-766-9272 to make an appointment.
Thursdays are Pastor Jody’s day off.
*Subject to change. Any changes will be posted on
our Facebook Page.
**The week of January 21, Pastor Jody will be
attending the annual clergy Gathering near Tucson.
She will be available by phone.

January 2019
Sunday

Monday

Notes:

*Song of Life adults are invited to join the Koinonia (Christian Fellowship)
Study Group after the 9:30am Worship Service. This group explores our
Christian faith, its history and impact on the world. Koinonia meets at
10:45am in group members’ homes. Those interested in learning more
are encouraged to contact either Joe Hauer (hauerscience@cox.net) or
Jerry Shanks (geraldsha@gmail.com).

6
•
•
•
•
•
•

• 8:00am Classic Worship w/Communion
• 9:30am Traditional Worship
9:30am SoL Coffee & Conversation,
9:45am Sunday School for Children & Youth
10:45am Koinonia Study Group*
10:45am Bible Buddies @ Franklin’s Home
11:00am Praise Worship
11:15am Children’s Church

13

• 8:00am Classic Worship w/Communion
• 9:30am Traditional Worship
9:30am SoL Coffee & Conversation,
9:45am Sunday School for Children & Youth
10:45am Koinonia Study Group*
10:45am Bible Buddies @ Franklin’s Home
11:00am Praise Worship
11:15am Children’s Church

Tuesday

1

New Year’s Day

• Church Office Closed

7

8

14

15

• 9am-12pm Pastor Jody, • 9am-12pm Pastor Jody,
Church Office
Church Office
• 1-3pm Pastor Jody, SSlate • 12:30-3:00pm Pastor
Bistro @ Trilogy
Jody @ The Terrace STV
• 7:00pm Boy Scout Troop • 7:00pm Contemplative
Meeting, Campus-wide
Prayer, Sanctuary

Wednesday

3

4

5

9

10

11

12

16

17

18

19

• 1:30-4:30pm Pastor Jody
@ Starbucks – Sprouts
Shopping Center
• 5:30pm Bells Rehearsal
• 6:30pm Choir Rehearsal
• 7:30pm SoL Praise Band
Rehearsal, Sanctuary

20 ••

21

23

27

28

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

• 8:00am Classic Worship w/Communion
• 9:30am Traditional Worship
9:30am SoL Coffee & Conversation,
9:45am Sunday School for Children & Youth
10:45 Adult Fellowship Brunch @ Slate Bistro in Trilogy
(Adult Study Group & Bible Buddies combined)
11:00am Praise Worship
11:15am Children’s Church

MLK Jr. Day
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Saturday

2

• 1:30-4:30pm Pastor Jody
@ Starbucks – Sprouts
Shopping Center
• 5:30pm Bells Rehearsal
• 6:30pm Choir Rehearsal
• 7:30pm SoL Praise Band
Rehearsal, Sanctuary

8:00am Classic Worship w/Communion
9:30am Traditional Worship
9:30am SoL Coffee & Conversation,
9:45am Sunday School for Children & Youth
10:45am Koinonia Study Group*
10:45am Bible Buddies @ Franklin’s Home
11:00am Praise Worship
11:15am Children’s Church
12:30-2:00pm New Member Gathering
ALL DAY: DSC Jr./Sr. High Winter Camp

Friday
• 9:30am MOPS
(Mothers of PreSchoolers), Sanctuary

• 10:00am Pastor’s Study: • 9:00am Joy Circle @
Village Inn (Queen
The Journey, Youth
Creek)
Room
• 7:30pm SoL Praise Band
Rehearsal, Sanctuary

• 9am-12pm Pastor Jody, • 9am-12pm Pastor Jody,
Church Office
Church Office
• 1-3pm Pastor Jody, SSlate • 12:30-3:00pm Pastor
Jody @ The Terrace STV
Bistro @ Trilogy
• 7:00pm Boy Scout Troop • 7:00pm Contemplative
Prayer, Sanctuary
Meeting, Campus-wide

•
•
•
•
•
•

Thursday

• 9am-12pm Pastor Jody
@ Starbucks – Higley Pt.

• 9am-12pm Pastor Jody • ALL DAY: DSC Jr./Sr.
@ Starbucks – Higley Pt.
High Winter Camp
• 8:00am SoL Men’s
Breakfast, Slate Bistro @
Trilogy

24

25

26

• ALL DAY: Pastor Jody @ • ALL DAY: Pastor Jody @ • ALL DAY: Pastor Jody @
• ALL DAY: DSC Jr./Sr.
The Gathering
The Gathering
The Gathering
High Winter Camp
• 7:00pm Boy Scout Troop • 7:00pm Contemplative • 5:30pm Bells Rehearsal
• 6:30pm Choir Rehearsal
Prayer, Sanctuary
Meeting, Campus-wide
• 7:30pm SoL Praise Band
Rehearsal, Sanctuary
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• 9am-12pm Pastor Jody, • 9am-12pm Pastor Jody,
Church Office
Church Office
• 1-3pm Pastor Jody, SSlate • 12:30-3:00pm Pastor
Jody @ The Terrace STV
Bistro @ Trilogy
• 7:00pm Boy Scout Troop • 7:00pm Contemplative
Prayer, Sanctuary
Meeting, Campus-wide
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• 1:30-4:30pm Pastor Jody
@ Starbucks – Sprouts
Shopping Center
• 5:30pm Bells Rehearsal
• 6:30pm Choir Rehearsal
• 7:30pm SoL Praise Band
Rehearsal, Sanctuary

480.641.1200
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@songoflifeumc

www.songoflifeumc.org

