
Greetings SoL Members and friends, 

I write to you today with important news about services this Sunday and our future gatherings 

for worship and study as Song of Life UMC life UMC. 

As you know, last Sunday we held worship in our Sanctuary for the first time in over a year. 

Even though the gatherings were small, it was a Spirit-filled experience. And this Sunday, as we 

celebrate Pentecost at SoL, I expect our worship services to be even more fulfilling! 

Last week the CDC made an unexpected (and a bit confusing) announcement that fully 

vaccinated people can resume pre-pandemic activities without wearing a mask or physically 

distancing. Recent studies have shown that the COVID-19 vaccines are doing a great job of 

stopping the spread of the virus, and those who are vaccinated are not only less likely to be 

infected, but are also less likely to experience serious symptoms should they be infected. 

What’s more, those who are vaccinated are less likely to infect others. That’s not to say that 

wearing masks and physically distancing isn’t important for us to continue; rather, the more 

people who get vaccinated, the sooner we will be able to ditch our masks and resume more 

normal activities. 

In light of the CDC’s announcement, our SoL Leadership Board met to discuss how this new 

guidance affects us as a worshiping community of faith. During that meeting, the following 

decisions were made and will go into effect as indicated below. 

Worship 

• Effective immediately, we will no longer require folks to read, sign, and return the Return 

to In-Person Worship Covenant. During the Pandemic the Covenant served as an important 

reminder that protecting others was our first priority. With the new guidelines, the 

Covenant is no longer necessary and will not be required to attend in-person activities. 

• Also effective immediately, we will no longer require folks to pre-register for worship. Our 

three worship services will be open to all who want to attend, including unexpected guests, 

based on the provisions listed below. 

• We expect all who attend in-person worship will follow the CDC guidance regarding 

masks: those who are fully vaccinated may choose to wear a mask or not, while those who 

are NOT fully vaccinated will be expected to wear a mask. We will rely on the honor system 

and will not ask for proof of vaccination. 

• We also expect that, for the time being, we will continue to physically distance and 

respect each other’s desire not to shake hands or hug. 

• Because we know there are some who, in spite of being fully vaccinated, want to continue 

wearing masks, we will respect each other’s choices to mask or not. 

• Since some who want to attend in-person worship may still be vulnerable, either because 

they cannot receive the vaccine or are not yet eligible, as in the case of children under age 

12, our services will be designated as follows: 



o 8:00 am Classic with Communion – Masks Optional  

o 9:30 am Traditional – Masks Recommended 

o 11:00 am Praise – Masks Required 

• Because congregational singing and speaking is safest when people are masked, we will 

strongly urge those who want to sing or speak aloud during worship will do so while 

wearing a mask.  

Our Worship Space will be set up for approximately 75 people, including worshipers and 

worship leaders, with space available to set up more chairs if needed. Chairs will be set up in 

groups of two with each group positioned approximately 3 feet from neighboring groups. If you 

have more than two people in your party, you are welcome to move the chairs to meet your 

needs. We ask that you return them to their original positions at the end of the service. 

Online Worship 

As we have noted before, we will continue offering online worship at 9:30am and 11:00 am as 

long as there appears to be a desire for us to do so. 

Church-Sponsored Groups and Teams 

Effective immediately, church-sponsored groups, including administrative teams, study groups, 

and Sunday School classes of up to 25 people may resume in-person meetings at the church 

without restriction. Wearing masks will be at the discretion of the group members. (Exception: 

in-person groups/classes for children and youth that include members unable to be vaccinated 

will continue wearing masks.) These groups may continue to meet virtually if desired. If 

assistance is needed to set up the technology to do so, please contact me so we can determine 

how best to proceed. 

• Those groups meeting in private homes will be expected to abide by the same provisions. 

(Exception: if the homeowner hosting the gathering wants to reduce the number of people 

who can attend and/or wants the participants to wear masks, the group leaders will make 

sure the group abides by the homeowner’s wishes.) 

• If/when a group meets in a public space, such as a restaurant or coffee shop, the group will 

abide by the guidelines or requirements set forth by the establishment at which they are 

meeting. 

Community Groups Using Our Facilities 

Effective immediately, community groups meeting at the church will also be subject to the 

same guidelines as our church-sponsored groups. 

Church Office Operations 

Finally, beginning no later than June 14, our office will resume regular hours of operation: 

Monday thru Friday, 10am to 2pm. In addition to being staffed by our Administrative Assistant, 



we will need some volunteers who will be available during those hours to staff the office when 

our Admin Assistant is assigned to work elsewhere. If you are willing and able to volunteer in 

the office, please contact us right away by email at info@songoflifeumc.org. 

A Final Word 

These provisions will all be subject to change based on the COVID-19 positivity rate in our area 

as well as vaccination rates. If positivity rates increase, in-person worship may be suspended 

again, and if vaccination rates increase, some or all of the personal protective measures may be 

rescinded. The best way to get back to “normal” (or something close to it) is for everyone to get 

vaccinated. If you have not yet received your vaccination against COVID-19, we strongly urge 

you to do so as soon as possible. 

We know this is a lot of information, so if you’ve made it this far…congratulations!! We also 

suspect you might have questions, so please feel free to give me a call at 480-766-9272 or send 

me an email at pastorjody@songoflifeumc.org so we can discuss any questions or concerns you 

might have. 

May God continue to be with us all as we navigate through this new and interesting time in our 

lives. 

Grace & Peace, 

      Pastor Jody 
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