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Easter Sunday (Sunrise Service) 
In Person Worship, April 17, 2022 
Digital Worship Bulletin (6:00 am) 

 

Good Enough: 
While It Was Still Dark 

 

We Gather 
Welcome 
 

Invitation to Worship 
 One: What are we to make of this day? When graves are opened... When the dead awaken... 
 When life refuses to be contained... 
 

All: Then nothing is impossible! Hope is never extinguished, and love is never conquered. 
 

One: We celebrate You today, Jesus, Because You have made it clear that death does not have the 
final word; Because You have filled us again with hope and faith; Because You have given us a vision 
of new possibilities, new realities, and new ways of being. 

 

 All: Open our minds to believe what we cannot explain; Open our hearts to hope for what we 
cannot see; Open our lives to live and to love in the midst of death and despair; Let 
resurrection happen again in us today. 

 

Song of Praise  I Am the Resurrection 
Ray Repp, © 1967 Otter Creek Music. Used by Permission. CCLI License #1982925 

 

Chorus  
I am the resurrection and the life 
All who believe in me will never die 
I am the resurrection and the life 
All who believe in me will live a new life 
 

Verse 1 
I have come to bring the truth 
I have come to bring you life 
If you believe then you shall live (Chorus) 

Verse 2 
In my word all people come to know 
It is love which makes the spirit grow 
If you believe then you shall live (Chorus) 
 

Verse 3 
Keep in mind the things that I have said 
Remember me in the breaking of the bread 
If you believe then you shall live (Chorus) 
 

We Proclaim 
Gospel Reading John 20:1-18 (NRSV) 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the 
stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one 
whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where 
they have laid him.”  
 

Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the 
other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings 
lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the 
linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but 
rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 
believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples 
returned to their homes. 
 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two 
angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They 

Love God, Love Others, 

Change the World 



2 | P a g e  
 

said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not 
know where they have laid him.”  
 

When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was 
Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be 
the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will 
take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means 
Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to 
my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary 
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said 
these things to her. 

One: A Word of God that is still speaking, 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Special Music David Topping, Soloist The First One Ever #276 v3 

 Words & Music: Linda Wilberger Egan, © 1980, 1983 Linda Wilberger Egan. All rights reserved. 
 

The Message  While It Was Still Dark 
 

We Respond 
Pastoral Prayer 

One: Holy God, resurrection is not what we expect in our world. On the face of things, life 
seems to be under threat...our earth is grieving, our families are fracturing, our nations are at 
war, and the light of our hope is growing dim. 
 

All: We need the stone to be rolled away again. 
 

One: Forgive us and all who have failed to honour and preserve life in all its diversity and glory. 
Forgive us and all who have allowed relationships to become less important than riches or 
recognition. Forgive us and all who continue to exalt our needs and desires over those of 
others, and who are prepared to kill to prove it. Forgive us and all who have grown blind to all 
the signs of resurrection that beckon us still. 
 

All: We need the stone to be rolled away again. We need life to break out within us 
again. We need love to consume us again. Resurrect us today, O Lord, and make us 
agents of Your life wherever dying and grief hold sway. For Jesus’ sake. Amen 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father 
who art in heaven 
hallowed be thy name 
 

Thy kingdom come 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven 
 

Give us this day 
our daily bread 
 

And forgive us our 
trespasses 
As we forgive those  
who trespass against us 
 

And lead us  
not into temptation 
But deliver us from evil 
 

For thine is the Kingdom, 
and the Power, and the 
Glory forever. Amen 

Invitation to the Offering/Prayer of Dedication 
Contributions to the ministries of Song of Life United Methodist Church are gratefully accepted by cash, check, 

or through electronic means. Visit our website https://songoflifeumc.org/give/ for more information on e-giving options 
 

Holy Communion 
One: Christ is risen! 
All: He is risen indeed! 
 

One: Let's celebrate this irrepressible life; let's open our hearts to the joy and wonder of infinite 
possibility, of unquenched hope, of eternal resurrection. 
All: We celebrate, we raise our voices and our hearts in worship and thanksgiving to the God 
who lives. 
 

https://songoflifeumc.org/give/
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One: Resurrection happened because Christ was first prepared to die. Defying death, He refused to 
release His hold on life and love. So now, as He encouraged us, we choose to remember so that we 
too can truly live. 
 

At supper on the night before He died Jesus took bread and blessed it. Then He broke it and gave it to 
His disciples saying: This is my body, broken so that you may know life. Eat it and remember Me. 
 

After the meal Jesus took wine and blessed it. Then He gave it to His disciples saying: This is my 
blood, shed so that you may know life. Drink it and remember Me. 
 

So, now, Lord of Life, we share in this meal, we celebrate together, and we remember You. 
And we will continue to do this until resurrection has flooded the whole creation. 
All: Amen. 
 

One: May this bread and this wine become for us in this moment your life-giving body and blood, 
And may we who share this meal, be joined with you, and with one another, as one body united in 
resurrection life, and sharing with all of creation in your eternal salvation. 
All: Amen. 
 

One: As we break this bread, we receive Christ's life. 
All: In all our diversity, in all our individuality, as we share this one loaf we are one. 
 

(Communion is received.) 
 

We Venture Forth 
 

Hymn of Celebration  Thine Be the Glory #308 
Edmond Louis Budry, Richard Birch Hoyle, George Frideric Handel, and George Frederic Handel, Public Domain 

 

Verse 1 
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son; 
endless is the victory Thou o’er death hast won. 
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 
kept the folded grave-clothes where Thy body lay. 
 

Chorus 
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son; 
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 
 

Verse 2 
Lo! Jesus meets thee, risen from the tomb; 
lovingly He greets thee, scatters fear and gloom. 
(Continued next column) 
 

Let the church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 
for the Lord now liveth; death hath lost its sting. 
(Chorus) 
 

Verse 3 
No more we doubt Thee, glorious Prince of life! 
Life is naught without Thee; aid us in our strife. 
Make us more than conquerors,  
through thy deathless love; 
bring us safe through Jordan to Thy home above. 
(Chorus) 
 
 

Closing Prayer 
One: We thank You, O God, for Your life, pulsing in creation revealed in Jesus renewed in resurrection 
and available to us now. 

 

All: Thank You for touching us again with Your life through bread and wine; For joining our lives 
with Yours through Jesus; And for renewing resurrection in our hearts through your Holy Spirit. 

 

One: Filled with life, we now offer ourselves to be life-bringers in the world. Touched by resurrection 
we pledge to resist death wherever we find it. Filled with hope we embrace the promise of eternity, and 
the call to make it known at every opportunity. 
All: Through us may graves continue to be opened, And may the dead continue to be awakened 
to new life. In Jesus' name. Amen 

 

* * * * 
Leading/Assisting in Worship 

Pastor: Rev. Jody Topping  Digital Bulletin: Robena West 
Usher: Richard Matthews  Sound and Music: David Topping 
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* * * * 

 What’s Happening This Week 

Zoom Links are sent by email. To be added to our mailing list, email info@songoflifeumc.org  

• Today’s In-Person Worship Schedule: 
6:00am, 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am 

• Today’s Online Worship Schedule: 
9:30am, 11:00am. 

• Koinonia Adult Bible Study: No Meeting 
Today 

• Children’s Church: Today, 11:15am 

• Easter Egg Hunt: Today, 12:15pm 

• New Member Gathering: No Meeting Today 

• Monday 4-18-22: Office Closed for Staff 
Easter Holiday. 

• Contemplative Approach: Mon, 10:30am* 

• Zoom Bible Study: No Meeting 

• Scouts: Mon, 6:30pm 

• Bible Buddies Adult Study: No Meeting This 
Week 

• AA Meeting: Tue, 6:00pm (Sanctuary) 

• Cub Scouts Den Meeting: Tue, 6:30pm, 
(Classroom) 

• Praise Band Rehearsal: Wed, 7:00pm 

• AA Training: Thu, 6:00pm (Classroom) 
*Meets via Zoom. See above  

 

* * * * 

 

Thank you to all who returned your 2022 Commitment Cards. Your participation in this 
Commitment Campaign helps us plan our ministries for the remainder of the year. So far 
we have received 43 commitments totaling $155,000, or 56% of our budgeted giving. If you 
have not yet turned in your Commitment Campaign card, we encourage you to do so as 
soon as possible. 
 

We still need volunteers for the following. Please contact us at info@songoflifeumc.org to volunteer: 

• Liturgists for 8am & 11am services 

• Audio/Visual assistance during the 8am and 11am services 

• Trustees Work Team to perform periodic, light maintenance work both inside and out. 

• Writers to assist with preparation of the Newsletter and other publications. 

• Hospitality Coordinator – as we transition back to offering treats before and after worship, we need 
someone who is willing to coordinate this for each Sunday, to include recruiting volunteers to provide 
the snacks. 

 
Our COVID-19 cases as of April 14 were at a 7-day average of 43, up from 19 as of March 30.  
 

Gifts to support the people of Ukraine can be made to UMCOR in the following ways: 

• Online at https://umcmission.org/advance-project/982450 

• By toll-free telephone: 888-252-6174 

• By check made out to Global Ministries/UMCOR with “Advance #982450-Ukraine” 
written on the memo line, either mailed and addressed to Global Ministries/UMCOR, 
GPO, P.O. Box 9068, New York, NY, 10087-9068 or given at or through any UM church 

One hundred percent of all Advance contributions go to the designated cause. 
 
Pastor Jody will be out of town on retreat from April 18 – 22. She will be available by email and by phone (text 
or call) at 480-766-9272. Pastor Katharine Keller will also be available for in-person Pastoral Care. Please 
contact the church office at 480-641-1200 to receive a visit from Pastor Keller. 

mailto:info@songoflifeumc.org
https://umcmission.org/advance-project/982450

